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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



0 



TO 



SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-NEW) 



date: 5/17/74 



FROM 



SUPERVISOR 



b6 
b7C 



subject: UNSUB ; 

WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 



On May 17, 1974, in U. S, District Court, St. Pau!,^ 
Minnesota, Judge FRED J. NICHOL presiding, WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER 
announced in open court that he had just received a letter 
which threatened his life. This letter was dated 26 Apri 
1974, and postmarked U. S # Postal Service, South Dakota 

The letter reads as follows: 




"Deer Sir: 

If you and BANKS and MEANS and others like 
you are at all concerned about your physical 
welfare, stay away from Pine Ridge and other 
Reservations. There are plenty of Indians who 
are waiting for the chance to pull the trigger 
and no advance warning will be given. This is 
not an idle threat . n 



*5 ^ 



r 



U. S. District Judge FRED J. NICHOL referred the 
matte r tr. Attsa t? — KURD who gave the envelope and letter 
to SA 



LEADS 



MINNEAPOLIS 



AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
^•Will transmit extortion letter to FBI Laboratory. 
2 Conduct other appropriate extortion investigation. 




Minn eapolis 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bayroh savings xiun 



FD-36 (Rev. S-22-64) 

4* 
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F B I 

Date: 5/17/74 



Transmit >the following in 



PLAINTEXT 



Via 



TELETYPE 



(Type in plaintext or coder 



(Priority) 



TO 

PROM 



: DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, MINNEAPOLIS 



<9-»EWp<P) 



UNSUB; WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM, EXTORTION. 



EQR~I NFORKffT-TON , BUREAU BEING ADVISED OF CAPTIONED 
MATTER INASMUCH AS PRESS PUBLICITY MAY BE RECEIVED. ■ 

ON MAY 17, 1974, IN U. S. DISTRICT COURT, ST. PAUL, 
MINN., USDJ FRED J. NICEOL PRESIDING, WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER 
ANNOUNCED IN OPEN COURT THAT HE HAD JUST RECEIVED A LETTER 

% 

WHICH THREATENED HIS LIFE. LETTER, DATED APRIL 26, 1974, AND 
POSTMARKED U. S. POSTAL SERVICE, SOUTH DAKOTA, 570, STATES: 
"DEER SIR: 

"IF YOU AND BANKS AND MEANS AND OTHERS LIKE YOU 
ARE AT ALL CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR PHYSICAL WELFARE, STAY 
AWAY FROM PINE RIDGE AND OTHER RESERVATIONS. THERE 
ARE PLENTH OF INDIANS WHO ARE WAITING FOR THE CHANCE 
TO PULL THE TRIGGER AND NO ADVANCE WARNING WILL BE 
GIVEN. THIS IS NOT AN IDLE THREAT. " 



1 J~ Minneapolis 



Is. 




FD-36 k (Rev. 5-22-64) 
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F B I 

Date: 



Transmit the following, in 



Via 



(Type in plaintext- or code) 



(Priority) 



MP 9-NEW 
PAGE 2 



VSDJ NICHOL REFERRED MATTER TO A USA R. D. KURD, WHO 
TURNED OVER ENVELOPE AND LETTER TO FBI. _ n D 

MINNEAPOLIS WILL FURNISH LETTER TO BUREA^V^-A^RTEL. 
INVESTIGATION CONTINUING. 

END. 



Approved: . : _; . Sent « _ _ ;/ M Per 

Special Agent in Charge' 




0 



FEDERAL BURE'AU>OF INVESTIGATION 



J 



<Dot& o( Iro ascription. 



May 20, 1974 



'Qn My 17, 1974, in United States District Court, 
St, Paul, Minnesota, audge 1TRED ifXCQDL presiding, WILLIAM 
jf K jOHTSTLEE announced in open .court that, lie had. fa&t receded 
a letter which threatened his lifS. ^hiS letter was dated 
26 April, JL974, and postmarked IT, S* postal Service,. South 
Dakota, 570. 

t _ * 

yhe let ter" 'reads, as .follows t 

" *Deer;Sirj. '- - . „ , 

If ^ou and BApss and MEAi^ and otKerS like 
you are at all .concerned abojxt yoxx£ physical, 
welfare* stay kyay txpm*¥%nQ $tidgfc ! . and- oilier 
- Reservations* £her& are plenty ^6f Indians yjh<y 
.are waiting for the chance to prill? the .trigger 
> and no^ advance ^rar^ing |fe> giydn This is v 

not an, idl£ thre&t • * t , 



United States District Judge FRED J. mcU6L referred 
the. matter to Assistant :Dnited States Attorne y It. D. HlffiD. wh ° 
gave the envelope- and; letter, to. Special Agent-] 



Infervjewed on ^/^i / l*x 

SA 



n , St. Paul, Minnesota 



.File* 



MP 9rlS42 



by 



Dole dktoted 5/17/74 



-This document contoms neither' recommendations nor conclusions *>{ the, ,FBL H iS'lhe^foperly jof the FBI ond 1$ loaned to vouragency- 
1t- arid its; contents are,, not to be distributed outside yout agency- ^ - 

£2-. - 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1062 EDITION 

CSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-1842) 



O 



date: 5/20/74 



from : SUPERVISOR 



subject: CHANGED 




UNSUB; 

DENNIS JAKES' BANKS -^ICTIM; 
WILLIAM M # KUNSTLEJR - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION / 



b6 
b7C 



Title being changed to add the names of victims 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS ♦ 

On May 20, 1974, U. S # District Judge FRED J. NICHOL 
in chambers advised that he would prefer not to be finger- 
printed for elimination fingerprint purposes and pointed out 
that his fingerprints are filed as a result of his application 
investigation in connection with his appointment as Federal 
Judge # 

AUSA R # D. HURD, who also handled the extortion 
letter, made the same comment that his fingerprints are on 
file in connection with his application as Assistant United 
States Attorney. 

Defense Attorney WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER pointed out 
that he, too, perf erred not to be fingerprinted and that he 
was fingerprinted on numerous occasions as a member of the 
U # S # Marine Corps during World War II, Marine Corps Serial 
Number 12029657, and Officer Serial Number 0-1633347. 

LEAD 

MINNEAPOLIS 



Will inform Identification Division of above location 
of fingerprints which should be located and utilized for 
elimination purposes in the event latent fingerprints loca 
on extortion letter of victims in captioned *M :le rf//'2 

Buy U.S. Savmgs Bonds Regularly on the 





5010-101-OJ 
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SAC, MINNEAPOLIS. (9-1842) 



5/2Q/74 



it 



SUPERVISOR 



b6 
b7C 



CHANGED 
UNSUB; 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM} 
WILLIAM Mi KUNSTLER ~ VICTIMj 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 



Title. being changed to add the names of victims 
DENNIS JAMES BANES and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS*. 

On May £0, 1974, U. SY District Judge. BRED J. NICHOL 
in. chambers advised that ho would prefer not to be finger- 
printed fo* elimination fingerprint purposes and pointed out 
that his fingerprints are filed as a result of his application 
investigation in connection with his appointment as Federal 
Judge. - 

AUSA R. D« HURD, who also handled the extortion 
letter, made the same comment that his fingerprints are on 
file in connection with his application as Assistant United. 
States Attorney. 

Defense Attorney WILLIAM M« KUNSTLER pointed out 
that he, too,, pwferred not to be fingerprinted and that he 
was fingerprinted on numerous occasions as a member of the 
U» S, Marine Corps during World War II, Marine Corps Serial 
Number 12029657, and Officer Serial* Number 0-1633347. 



LEAD 



MINNEAPOLIS 



Will inform Identification Division of above location 
of fingerprints which should be located and "utilized for 
elimination purposes in the event latent fingerprints located ^ 
on extortion letter of victims in captioned title o , 9jJq ~~<*C 



(Tja - Minneapolis 
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FBI * MfNjHe^POUlS 



TO 



FROM 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1*52 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 Cm) 101-11.6 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

SAC (9- ) 



date: 5/20/71}. 



b6 
b7C 



subject: 



Unsub; 

V/m Knutsler-Victim 
Information. Concerning 



On 5/20/71}., Robert Decker, President, Bemidji Staite 
College, advised that his wife had received a phone call from 
a unknown person at 2:25 PM, 5/18/71}., who threatened to shcdb 
Wm Knutsler if he spoke at the college Monday nite, 5/20/71}.. 



advised -hVt«-h a*. 



an unknown ca±16r called tk< 
stated "Is this the home of 



it 



the above time and date 
residence at Bemidji end 



president of the teacher^ 
college". She said "yes it is" and he said "may I speak to him". 
She - "He is not here, may I have him call you when he returns?" 
He- Just tell him Knutsler will be shot if he speaks here Monday 

described the caller 1 s voice as an elderly 
surt, 01 quiveiing voice. Also, that the 3ube±]£ voice 
reminded her of an Indian's voice, however, rah she could not 
say it was or wasn't an Indian. There was no background noise. 
She believed it to Jaa * loria] call. 



night" . 
sounding 



AM, and 



SA|7 



ST 



was advised of the above 5/20/71}., 
_____ zne s'z . Paul RA for the purpose of 
notifying the court and the victim of the threat inasmuch as 
he is scheduled to speak at k the Hobson Memorial Ballroom, Bemidji 
State College, 8:00 PM, 5/20/71}.. - 



COP 



, Bemidji, and Sheriff Tom Tolman, 



Bemidji, were Dotn advised of the above information 5/20/7i, AM. 

President Decker advised that ah he believes the person 
who called and referred to Bemidji State as a teachers college 
is probably an js&isx older individual because the college has 
not been known as a teachers college since the 1950' s. 





mm 




5010-101-02 



Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Blan 



6/22/U 



TG: 



DlRECTCSt, 3?BI 

JOBS C* G02DQ3, 230S 
iJJSBEEAI. IHVESXIGiWB Division; 



SUBJECT J C&tiJGBD 

DBmtlS MW8 BAHfiS VtCTXHl 

ffxi&xAir "it; iorassx&a ~ victta* 



Title changed to include additional victim KEAflS 
and BANKS as reflected in details of lottor. 

Jie tannpapells *itol to the ^it&ctqr r JSiy 17 , 1074* 

0n lSxy 17 > l£fc£, in u. S. District Court, St. Baul,$ 
ilirinceotn, Judge jERED J* IfiCEOI* presiding* Bofonsc Attorney 
VSXiLIMl il # SOHSTiJJB announced in open court %a had ^usfr received 
A letter' Tthieh threatened his life,, This letter, dated 23 April 
1$74 and jwstsarfeed Festal Sorvicoy South. Dakota, 570 reads as , 
iollotrs; 

»!Deor-Sirr * 

it you end iJAnss end fcs»ii3 and others like 

you are at- All concerned about your physical 
x?olf are » stay stray £rcEi JPine Hides and other 
HOcorvations. Shore are plenty ot Indians who 
•arc* \?aitittg £er the caarioa to pull the trigger 
and tig- advance rcraing- will he' giamt* $his is ■ , 
sot as idle tarca*,tf „ \ Y ^/?VJ1 



>4 — Dureau : 

<*P** Minneapolis 
<0) 




SEARCHED 
SESIflLiaD 





tfudne IttCJ&k referred %ho matter to AUSA H. i>, CUED 
tfko turned the* original letter aad envelope over to tfce iBX 
for invcatisatipa in relation, to the extortion ratter- 

Eaclocod horcTTith for the Laboratory ic the 
original letter and envelope, and cne Xerox copy of tho 
letter sea envelope* 

Oil l&y- 20, 1974> If* iJlatrigct ifadsa BXGEOL, 
la cJiacbertSi advised tot Ise preferred not to bo f iaserprinted 
for eliaiaaiiea purposes, pointing oai~tfeafc his £ iatjorprints 
are on file; as a result of ale nppiica^oa in connection, ^eitn 
ais appoiatxsoat as a federal Jfudco.* «Judop Iflcliol is described 
as ^aitc talc, date of Mrtii S/ia/i2 % 



Ai$A fc. jEOB&B. alee handled ta& extortion letter 
'jsadei tfca saca cojsaantsv stating Ijiii f incerprlnts are. en file 
da connection, *i?ita. ale application as Aceiataat. United States 
Attorney* g& la descrifced ai* tfcitc sale, date of fcirtb J3/5/4X* 

JJofonso aitoraoy |t K pointed out tisat? 

fce tee preierrcd ^e not ixs f ingerpriatod and tteatr Jse t?as 
Siacorprlnted, ca nuasrous occasions as a .wcfcpr of the V* S* 
Marine Corpd darias tforld 1?ar IX> J^rlno Corps Eoriol Kur&or 

end Officer/ Serial tfusbor 0-1633347; 

2£c laboratory 4s requested to expedite comparison . 
of iae fcanderitins ca.-ine; letter arid envelope yitU tfco nnoaycoas 
letter file aad cause a latent fingerprint «sasiination_ to be 
conducted aetla^ taa above Individuals are Jkadsjn to- iaye 
liaadlcd; both the envelope and the letter. 



AT Sl&lBB A13> HnPIg j£lTSf f SOOTg BftSPgA 

. T7&2, display copy ef above referred to letter aad 
envelope to cf fleers: of the Bureau of Indian Affairs at 
fcocakud and Pine itosorvat&eas *u_ an of fori.to detcroiuo if 
the gbandwritinrj appearing tborcca nppoarsdPaniliar to tfcoii 
as boiajj idoatieal. to tfce JEtudor^tlnrj of anyone knoca te tbsn, 



AT E£BRBE» CQTTTII BACDTxl 

H i| < I ' M i f M .i i n, || nmn i KK P i i 

Will contact jaostaX aut&oritieo iir act effort to 
furt&si? beatify the loeatiea ftf t?Mcfe 3&i«i letter jsajf l&tyfc 



FD-350 (Rev. 7-IG-63) 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) ' 



Kunstler sent letter threaf 



U.S. District Judge Fred 
Nichol today asked the 
FBI to investigate a threat 
mailed to William Kunst- 
er, a defense attorney at 
he Wounded Knee trial in 
t. Paul. 

Kunstler told .the, judge 



this morning that he re- 
ceived the unsigned letter 
yesterday. It also threat- 
ens co-defendents Dennis 
1 Banks and Russell Means. 

The letter, mailed from 
| South Dakota and carry- 
j ing an April 26 postmark, 



warns them to "stay away 
from Pine Ridge and other 
reservations. There are 
plenty of Indians who are 
^waiting for the chance to 

* pull the trigger and no ad- 

• vance warning will be^ 
v given. , 



•I 




(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 



if A Minneapolis Star 
Minneapolis, MM. 



Date: May 17, 1974 
Edition: Evening 

Author: 

Editor: Robert C. King 
Title: William Knustler: 
Extortion 

Character: 
Classification: 

submitting office Minneapolis 

| | Being Investigated 



» ^ ^y*«*J 
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v of the 




LABORATORY " « 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

T.o« SAC, Minneapolis (9-1842) Date:. May 30, 1974 

FBI Fllo No.. 

R»= UNSUB; DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM k<*-"°- D-740528108 ND 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM; 
. EXTORTION 

WOUNDED KNEE RELATED 

Specimens receive^ 

5/28/74 

Ql .Envelope postmarked "U.S. POSTAL SERVICE SD 
570 PM 26 APR 1974," bearing the, handwritten 
address "William Kunstler, Lawyer For Russell Means 
and Dennis Banks Saint Paul, Minnesota" 

Q2 Sheet of lined paper bearing handwritten message 

beginning "Deer Sir: If you and Banks and Means . . . ; " 



Result of examination: 

The questioned specimens were not identified 
in the Anonymous Letter File. Appropriate copies have been 
added thereto. 

No watermarks or indented writing of value, 
was found on the questioned specimens. 

Ql and Q2, were photographed and will be 
returned separately. 



Laboratory Transmittal Porm 

'7-72 ^Jjt *" * - 



0 o 




,,/-ar»Y ... LABORATORY ~ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

To:- ;SAC, Minneapolis .(9-4842) Pate: May-30, 1974 



From: Director, FBI 

Re: .UNStJB; DENNIS JAMES. BANKS. - VICTIM; PBiPaeNo. 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER .- VICTIM; 

RUSSELL. CHARLES MEANS, - VICTIM; La W D-740528108 ND 

EXTORTION 

WOUNDED KNE E RE LATED 

Examination requested by: ; Minneapolis , 

* <► 

Reference: . Airtel 5/ 22/ 7£. 

Examination requested? Document - Fingerprint 

Remarks:' 

Ql and Q2 will be returned with the results, 
of the fingerprint examination; - .. 



SEARCHED. .^.JWJjEXED ' 

^SERIALIZED OT„.>/.. . , , 



Enclosures (2) (2 Labr eport) 



;D"0 rtQT INGEUDE" ADMINISTRATE 
PAC4E (S) INFORMATION IN 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 




hS 
hlC 



ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



0-9 (fi^v. M4-74) 



\ 



F B I 




Transmit, in 



(Type in plaintext, or'code) 



Via 



Airtel 



(Precedence) 



5 
o 

.5 

*»* ■ 



6-3-74 



(Date) 



To: SAC, Minneapolis (9^1842) 
^From? Director j FBI 
UNSUB..; 

DENNIS JAMES. BANKS - VICTIM 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM 
' EXTORTION 
WOUNDED KNEE RELATED 

„ ReurairteL5-22-74, submitting envelope, Ql, and one 
page letter, Q2, for laboratory and latent print examinations. 



report. 



Ql and Q2 further described; in separate Laboratory 



No latent prints of value developed on en closed^ specimens. 



Enc. (2) 
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i 



o 
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(Do not , type below this line.) 




0-302 IR6V,M -27.70} 



O 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 



{ 

o 



Dale of transcription. 



June 11, 1974 



Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) / 
subsequent to the identification of the interviewing Agent 
furnished the following information: / 



advised he was familiar with the recent 
aliened letter received by WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St 0 Paul,. 
iMinnesota, concerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

After reviewing the handwriting sample of this 
stated that th e characte ristics of this 

in addition stated 



letter, _ 

letter were unfamiliar to him. 



b6 
b7C 



he had no information concerning tnxs letter which would assist 
the Federal Bureau of investigation in their investigation. 



interviewed oft— 



-.pj no p-iflg^, south Dakota ra. * . MP 9-184 ,2 



by, 



JR. 



tklk Doie A\r\n\t*i\ 6/5/74 



IMs document conlolo* neither recommendotions no'. conclusions o» the F8I. It is lhe p-operty ol the FBI ond is looned lo your Orkney: 
il ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. 



FO-302 mv. 1 1-27-70} 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dol* Of trorxrrtpli^n JUHB 11 19 74 



Agency Special Of ficer, 

subsequent to the identification of the interviewing Agent 
furnished- the following information: 



alleged 



advised she was familiar with the recent 
' leumi. iJ ceived by WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, 



Minnesota, concerning the trials at St« Paul, Minnesota 

After reviewing the handwriting sample of this 
stated that the characteristics of this 



In addition stated 



b6 
b7C 



1 etter , _____ 

letter were unfamiliar to her, _____ 
she had no information concerning this letter which would assist 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in their investigation* 



Interviewed Oft 

s. I La 



5/30/74 Q , Pine Ridge, South Dakota RU a MP 9-1842 '\% 













klk Do|e didoied 



6/5/74 



i 

Ihis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBJ ond is looned to your agency? 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency, % * 



fDOO? f*£V. 14. 27*70} 



( 



O 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF 1NVESTIGA 



Oate of Ifanjcr iplion^ 

■Tim* T 1 . 1974 



Criminal Investigator, Bureau of 
quent to the identification of the 



Indian Affairs (BIA), subse _ 

interviewing Agent furnished the following information: 



b6 
b7C 



letter received 



advised he was familiar "with the recent alleged 
\>y WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, Minnesota, 



concerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

After reviewing the handwriting sample of this letter, 



stated that the ch 



aracteristics of this letter were un- 
familia r to him. I lin addition stated he had no information 
concerning this letter which would assist the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in their investigation. 



Interviewed on 5/30/74 



o, Pine Ridae, South naTcota f.i« * MP 9-184,2 



A. 



JR. 



MK_oote 6/5/74 



This document conioins neither recommendo.ions nor. concision. o( .he FBI. h blhe property of .he FBI ond b looned to your ogency; 
it ond its contents ore no. lo be distributed outside ybur ogency. 



•302 U -27-70) 



o 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 



c 

Q 



Oole of I — tertptton JUtie 11, 1974 



JOSEPH JACOBS, Chief of Police, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) , subsequent to the identification of the inter- 
viewing Agent furnished the following information: 

JAC03S advised he was familiar with the recent alleged 
letter received by WILLIAM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, Minnesota, con-' 
cerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota*, 

After reviewing the handwriting sample of this letter, 
JACOBS stated that the characteristics of this letter were 
unfamiliar to him. JAC03S in addition stated he had no informa- 
tion concerning this letter which. would assist the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in their investigation. 



■meowed 5/30 /7A c Pi ne Ri& q<*. South UaKo£a^_fii* * — MP. 



.9-1842 li^U. 



by. 



JR 



klX Q Q te rUrtalad 6/5/74 



b6 
b7C 



this document contains neither recommendation* nor conclusions of the FBI, It Is the properly of the F8I ond Is looned to your o,ency; 
it ond its content* ore no! so be distributed putside your o9ency. 



fDOOZfREV. n -27-70) 




b 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date of r — tcclplton June 11 t 1974 



Criminal Investigator , Bureau of Indian 
Affairs { kli\ ) , subs equen t to the identification of the inter- 
viewing Agent furnished the following information: 



advised he was familiar with the recent ^alleged 
letter re' cmvaa TOLL I AM KUNSTLER at St. Paul, Minnesota, con- 
cerning the trials at St. Paul, Minnesota* 

After reviewing the handwriting sample of this letter, - 
stated that the char acteristics of this letter were 
unfamiliar to hinu lin addition stated he had no informa- 



tion concerning this letter which would assist the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in their investigation 0 



b6 
b7C 



Interviewed on 5/30/74 



off 



Pine Ridge, South Dakota File » MP 9-184 



by. 



iA 



Xlk Pote dictated 6/5/74 



Ihis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the f 81, It is the property of the F8I ond is loaned to your ogency:*^ 
*I ond its contends ere noi to be distributed outside your agency, 




0 



PC* 



W 9-1842 



592 Federal Building, U. S. Court House 
110 South; Fourth Street 1 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 55401 



June 20, 1974 



Honorable William F* Clayton 
United States Attorney- 
Federal Building 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57101 

Attention: Assistant United States 

Attorney It* D. Hurd 

Bear Mr ; Clayton: 



He conversation between Special Agent 
and Assistant United States Attorney E. D. Hurd on 



b6 
b7C 




Juno .20, 1974, 

Fer referenced conversation, Mr. Hurd advised 
that ho had approached Federal District Judge Fred J. t Hichol , 
who is currently in St* Paul, Minnesota., trying the case of 
Wounded J&iee defendants Eussell Charles Means and Dennis 
Janes Banks, concerning the obtaining of two petitions which 
had been entered into evidence from *fche court* in order that 
the FBI could submit these to the FBI Laboratory for a 
handwriting comparison. This handwriting comparison between 
the petitions and the letter received by William M. Kunstler, 
attorney forHussoll Means, threatening his life and the life 
of defendants Means and Banks wuld be made to determine if 
any of those persons whose signatures appeared on either of 
the petitions could possibly have written the threatening 
letter. 

Mr. Hurd advised that in conversation with Judge 
irichol, Judge Hichol had indicated that he had no objections 
to releasing the petition^ from evidence; however, the Govern- 
ment prosecutors would have to obtain defense counsel *s per- 
mission. Mr. Hurd further advised that to date he has been 
unable to obtain permission from defense counse 



Minneapolis 
wkb | 




o o 



It is requested that you maintain contact with 
defense counsel and attempt to gain permission for- the 
release from evidence of those petitions so that they may 
be expeditiously forwarded to the FBI Laboratory for 
appropriate examinations ahd comparisons. 

Sincerely yours, 



JOSEPH H, TRI1BACH 
Special Agent in Charge, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-1842) (P) 



CP 



date: 6/28/74 



from : SA 



subject: UNSUB; 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM; 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

WOUNDED KNEE RELATED 



Re Minneapolis airtel to Bureau dated 5/22/74 



[ 



On 5/28/74 Captain of Police 
Bureau o f Indian Affairs (BIA) Police bfficer 
and Tribal Police Officer,, ftngphnrl Pn 1 



-tee 



(could 



Department, Rosebud, South Dakota, 
not identify the writer of a note which was sent to 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER in a letter postmarked 4/26/74 
threatening to kill KUNSTLER, MEANS, and BANKS if they 
set foot on the Reservation. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO :SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-1842) (P) 



FROM :SA 



JR 



<0 



date: 6/27/74 



subject:unknown SUBJECT; 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM; 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION - Y70UNDED KNEE RELATED 



Reference Minneapolis airtel to Director dated 5/22/74. 

On 5/24/74, Special Agent Minneapolis # 

Division, was requested by this writer to obtain the original 
copies of petitions entitled "Resolution Of Citizens Of The 
District Of South Dakota dated 3/3/73, and 3/4/73" from United b6 



States District^jCourt, St.' Paul, Minnesota. As related to 
Special Agent | | several signatures which are attached to 



b7C 



both of these resolutions bear a resemblance to the extortion 
letter received by captioned victims. 

Several interviews have been conducted at pine Ridge, 
South Dakota, of officials from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
concerning captioned matter with negative results. 

If feasible, it is requested that the original copies 
presently entered into evidence, United States District Court, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, of the resolutions dated 3/3/74, and 3/4/74, 
by obtained and forwarded to the FBI Laboratory, Document Section, 
for comparison purposes in connection with captioned matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



r 



Dote of IronscriplJon, 



6/14/74 



, United States Post Office, Pierre, ■ 

South Dakota, was contacted regarding the postmark on an 
envelope postmarked 26 April, 1974, addressed to WILLIAM 
KUNSTLER, lawyer for RUSSELL MEANS, and DENNIS BANKS, St. 
£aul__Minnesota. The zip- code on .the postmark was 570,. . 

stated that a letter with that postmark zip code 
on it had to be sent from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, or the 
nearby vicinity. He stated that zip code 570 and 571 - 
includes the area of South Dakota within the. boundary .line ^ 
extending from Brookings, South Dakota, west to Volga, soutn 
to Madison, west to the U.S. 81 Junction, and then south to 
Unitwil le and the n south to Yankton, and east to the Iowa 
border. I ladvised that the letter sent to KUNSTLER 



could not have been sent from any other location than a 
towh~or* ci'tykwithin- the-boundaries-which-he-'set^out^ ,He ~. 
stated that' the. letter^couid- not have -.-been' sent from any - 
Indian Reservation in- South' Dakota. 
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« * «■ r - _ 



****** «• 



.a* -« v r — " f. 4.. 



by. 



Pierre, South Dakota Fiht # .MP 9-1842 



• rviewed on v / » / * »- , 


, 01 


— — * , 


SA 




sks 


Dote dictated 









6/10/74 



Ihis document contoins neither recommendotions nor conclusions of the F8I. II is the property of the fBl'ond is looned to your ogency; 
it ond its contents ore not to be distributed outside your ogency. 
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-^FEDERAL BUREAU -OF INVESTIGATION % 



REPORTING OFFICE 



MTKWEAPOLTS 
TITLE OF CASE 



OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

MINNEAPOLIS 



UNSUB; - 

DENNIS 3AMES BANKS - VICTIM; 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM 



REFERENCE 



DATE 



8/14/74 



INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

R /I 7/74 - R/7 3/74 



REPORT MADE BY 



CHARACT1K Ur- LAbh 



TYPED OY 

wkb 



EXTORTION 



Re Minneapolis airtel tc/ Director , 5/22/74. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

Reporting period in this matter is excessive due to 
attempts to obtain items of evidence now introduced in court 
at St. Paul, Minnesota, in the Wounded Knee leadership case. 
This evidence is felt to be needed for the purpose of 
comparing handwriting by the FBI Laboratory. 

A copy of this report is being provided to U. S. 
Attorney, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, inasmuch as they are 
currently prosecuting Wounded Knee leadership trials. 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 



[3 NONE 



CONVIC. 


FOG. 


FINES 


SAVINGS 


RECOVERIES 















APPROVED 



SPECIAL, AGENT 
IN CHARGE 



COPIES MA|E:VJ Bureau (9 ^ 57729 ) 

1 - United States Attorney, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
1 - United States Attorney, 
^ Sioux Falls $ South Dakota 
0- Minneapolis (9-1842) 




ACQUIT- 
TALS 



CASE HAS BEEN: 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QyCS ££jNO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS OYE5 (QnO 



DO NOT^WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 



Dissemination Record of Attached Report 




COVER PACE 



IIP 9-1842 



> Four copies of this report being provided to Bureau 

due to Wounded Knee involvement and Bureau's possible desire 
to disseminate to the Department. / 



LEADS 

i 

MINNEAPOLIS 

AT PINE RIDGE, ROSEBUD AND SIOUX FALLS f SOUTH DAKOTA 

Will contact logical sources in an attempt to 
ascertain who may have sent the extortion letter to Attorney 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER. 

AT ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 

Will maintain contact with Assistant U. S. Attorneys 
trying Wounded Knee case in an attempt to gain release of 
petitions now' entered in evidence and submit these to FBI 
Laboratory for handwriting comparison. 
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COVER PAGE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to: 



1 - UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
1 - UNITED STATES ATTORNEY, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 



Report of: 
Date: 

Field Office File #: 
Title: 



Office: MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 



AUGUST 14,1974 
9-1842 



Bureau File #: 9-57729 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM; 
WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM 



Character: 



EXTORTION 



Synop*: On 5/17/74, in USDC , St. Paul, Minnesota, Defense 

Attorney WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER announced in open court 
that he had just received a letter which threatened 
his life. USDJ FRED J. NICHOL referred the matter 
to AUSA R. D. HURD, who provided the envelope and 
letter to a Special Agent of the FBI for investiga- 
tion. On 5/20/74, USDJ NICHOL, AUSA HURD and 
Attorney KUNSTLER, all of whom had handled the 
extortion letter and envelope, declined to be 
fingerprinted; however, provided identifying 
information and also stated that they had previously 
been fingerprinted. Negative results of FBI 
Latent Fingerprint examination and anonymous letter 
file set forth.. Interviews of BIA Special Officer 
and Police, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advise they 
have no knowledge of who may have sent KUNSTLER an 
extortion letter. U. S. Postal authorities, Pierre, 
South Dakota , advise postmark bearing partial Zip 
Code 570 includes an area in and around Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. No suspects developed; investigation 
continuing. 



Details 



- P - 



This matter was predicated upon receipt of a complaint 
from Defense Attorney WILLIAM M, KUNSTLER to Assistant U. S. 
Attorney (AUSA) RICHARD D. HURD, prosecuting Wounded Knee 
trials at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

/ 

This document contain, neither recommendation, nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI «nd is loaned to your agency: it and its contents 
"are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

/ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 19*0 O 5 40e-«40 



oo oo 



MP 9-1842 

The following inve stigation was conducted by 
Special Agent I ~| at St. Paul, Minnesota: 

% On May 20, 1974, U. S. District Judge (USD J) 
FRED J. NICHOL in chambers advised that he would prefer not to 
be fingerprinted for elimination fingerprint purposes and 
pointed out that his fingerprints are filed as a result of his 
application investigation in connection with his appointment 
as Federal Judge, 

AUSA RICHARD D. HURD , who also handled the extortion, 
letter, made the same comment that his fingerprints are on 
file in connection with his application as Assistant United 
States Attorney. 

Defense Attorney WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER pointed out 
that he, too, preferred not to be fingerprinted and that he 
was fingerprinted on numerous occasions as a member of the 
U. S. Marine Corps during World War II, Marine Corps Serial 
Number 12029657, and Officer Serial Number 0-1633347. 



MP 9-1842 

* By communication dated June 3, 1974, FBI Laboratory 
advised that no latent prints of value had been located on 
Ql or Q2 0 
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MP 9-1842 



On June 20 , 1574 , the following investigation was 



conducted by Special Agent | ft St. Paul, Minnesota: 

AUSA RICHARD D. HURD was advised that the possibility 
existed that certain signatures contained on two petitions which 
had been entered into evidence at the Wounded Knee leadership 
trial of DENNIS JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS may be 
identical with the handwriting on the extortion note and 
envelope sent to Attorney WILLIAM KUNSTLER. Mr. HURD was 
* requested to contact Federal District Judge FRED J. NICHOL 
and request that the original of two petitions entitled, 
"Resolution of Citizens of the District of South Dakota," 
dated March 3, 1973, and March 4, 1973, be released from 
evidence in order that the FBI Laboratory may conduct the 
appropriate handwriting examinations. 

Mr. HURD advised that in his conversations with 
Judge NICHOL, Judge NICHOL had stated that he had no objection 
to releasing the petitions from evidence; however, the 
Government prosecutors would have to obtain defense counsel *s 
permission. Mr 0 HURD advised that he had been unable to gain 
this permission from defense counsel to date 0 
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MP 9-1842 



The 

Special Agent 



following -investigation was conducted by 



at Rosebud, South Dakota: 



On May 28, 1974, Captain of Police^ 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Police Officer 
and Tribal Polixfi QLLLLceiL, Rosebud Police Department, Rosebud, 



South Dakota 
note which was 



could not identify the writer of 
sent to WILLIAM M # KDNSTLER in a letter 
postmarked April 26, 1974, threatening to kill KUNSTLER, 
MEANS and BANKS if they set foot on the Reservation, 



Contact has been maintained on a daily basis with 
the U* S 0 Attorney's Office, Sioux Fang Smith pawvt^ 
primarily with AUSA HURD and AUSA | | who are 

currently prosecuting Wounded Knee leadership cases at St # Paul 
Minnesota, and to date defense counsel has not agreed to 
release original petitions and it does not appear that they 
intend to do so« 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



o 



TO 



: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS 



(p) DATE: 8/23/74 



FROM :. SA 



JR # 



SUBJECT: 



Dates of Contact 



File #s on which < i ' 1 — "^* JL - 

89-143 



8/1/74. 8/14/74, 8/22/74 



IT il I 



4 2-1 21 24... ( 



when CI provides positive information) 
ET AL) 



9-1842 fUN^UB* 3 ; DENNI* JAME° BANK 0 - VICTIM) 
157-3 77.fi I 
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157-3783 (UtTUB"; EM - AIM) 



70-8520 { 



Purpose and results 

□ negative 
[xj positive 

□ statistic 



°ee a ub s tantive file 



□ POSITIVE ASSIGNMENT GIVEN (Ghetto only) 




Has informant shown any indication of emotional instability, unreliability or 
furnishing false information? 

NO 



G£) Informant certified that he has furnished all information obtained by him 
since last contact, including information -concerning narcotics. 



PERSONAL DATA 



Coverage 



*AME 




7 - Minneapolis 
(1 - 89-143) 
(1 - 42-12124) 

Telle K U<. 
T7) 



9-1842) * (1 
(1 - 157-3726) (1 



t/.m \"y^Z* l 

AUG ?. 6 1974 



157-3 (we 

70-85E0J. 




HP 



157-3783 

Source advised he is not familiar with 
of California, 

» 

157-3726 

Source advised he is not familiar with 

70-8520 



brother, 



dree advised L also known as 

is presently in the State Penitentiary, Sioux 
Dakota- serving a state sentence along with his 



**2-12124 

Source advised he is not acquainted with 



9-1842 
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Source advised he is not familiar with any extortion 
attempts upon DENNIS JAMES BANKS, WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER, and 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS ♦ Source advised if there was any informa- 
tion concerning this extortion, people would be talking about 
it and that is the reason he has not heard of anything concerning 
it. 



89-143 

Source advised ±ha± ha wag tnld by 



prior to his death that 



JR. , was in tne u-aaui. 



van at the time of the snoorxng or rne federal Bureau of 



Investigation (FBI) Agents at Wound^ri Tfngfr Smith naVnta 

to as 
J and 



state d he* will attrpmnt fro ascen±a 



as 



naej 
in! 



also known 



ce 



Knee, souttt Dakota ♦ 



in connection with the FBI shooting at Wounded 
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TO: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS ^[ 
FROM: 



(P) 



4ra (name or symbol number) 



( 



Date prepared 

8/23/7*f 



b6 
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Receiv* 



SA 



JR. 



Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 
Eg} in person Q3 by telephone 



| — | by mail □ orally O recording device □ written by Informant 



If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 

Date 



Dictated 8/23/74 to 

Transcribed 8/23/74 

Authenticated 

by Informant 



Brief description of activity or material 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT AND RELATED GASES 



Date.of Report 

8/23/74 



Date(s) of activity 



8/1/74, 8/14/74, 8/22/74 



File where original is located if not attached 



* INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK <*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID NOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE. 
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES ^YERE NOT DISCUSSED. 

( — \ Information recorded on a card index by on date 



Remarks: 



7 - 



Minneapolis 
(1 - 89-143) 
(1 - ^2 -12124) 
®- 9-1842) 
(1 - 157-3726) 
(1 - 157-3783) 
(1 - 70-3520) 



klk 



Bio 



SEARCHED^ 
SERIALIZED- 



rt^ILED_J5S==l 



AUG 2 7 1974 



FBI -MINNEAPOLIS 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO :SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (9-1842) (P) 



date: 9/17/74 



FROM : SA 



JR. 



subjegt:unSUB; 

DENNIS J. BANKS - VICTIM; 

WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - VICTIM; 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM 

EXTORTION 

00; MINNEAPOLIS 
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.Reference Minneapolis report of Special Agent (SA) 
8/14/74* 



Xka-JSo^lowi ng investigation was conducted by SA 
JR., at Pine Ridge, South Dakota* 



Several contacts have been made with logical 
sources in an attempt to ascertain who may have sent the 
extortion letter to captioned victims. No logical informa- 
tion has been obtained to date and due to the fact of the 
refusal by the defense to provide identifying information fc 
to assist the FBI in their investigation, no further investiga- 
tion or contacts will be made by the Rapid City Resident Agency 
regarding captioned matter. 



1 




Oh; Minneapolis w i-v^em* v 

KLkAi^ s~ OrFORM \ 




(2) 



REC'D 
RTD 



■ Il'/ljl7 



5010-10**02 
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^FEDERAL 



READ OF INVESTIGATION ; 



REPORTINC OFFICE 

HINNSAPOLIS 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

MOTEAPOLIS 


DATE 

11/18/74 


INVESTIGATIVE PERlOO 

8/23/74 - 11/14/74 


TITLE OF CASE 

UHSUB; 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS - VICTIM; 
WILLIAM M # IOJNT2LER - VICTIM 
RUSSELL CHAHLSS MEANS - VICT 




•I 


TYPED BY 

dlk 


EXTORT JO! 

* 





REFERENCE: 



Minneapolis r 




dated 8/14/74 
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&DMI3X3TBATIVS : 

A copy -of this report is being provided to the tf„S # 
Attorney, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, inasmuch as they Save 
responsibility and are interested in Wounded Knee-related 
cases ♦ 

Four. copies of this report are being provided to 
the Bureau due to the Wounded Knee involvement and Bureau f s 
possible desire to disseainate thi3 information to the 
Department* 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 



gST) NONE 



con vie. i 



FUG. 



APPROVED 
COPIES MAClE 




FINES 



SAVINGS 



RECOVERIES 



SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 




4 - Bureau (9-57729) 
1 - USA, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South D^kotst 
(2)~ Jainneapolis (9-1342) 



Agency 



Dissemination Record of Attached Report 

1 "T ^~ 



Request Reed. ] 



Dzic I wd. I 

»y»«»^ w_ i j j t » _ > ii n ■ i n ■ ii y i 



How Fwd- j 
By S 



ACQUIT- 
TALS 



CASE HAS OEEN: 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR QyES fj^NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS QYES (^NO 



DO HOT WRITE IN SPACES 3EL0W 




F-l t 



^ — /r* 
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MP 9-1842 



All logical leads have been covered in this 
matter with the exception of submission to the Laboratory 
of the original of a petition entitled, "Resolution of 
Citizens of the District of South Dakota"* This petition 
remains in the custody of U. S# District Court, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, as evidence which was introduced 
during the MEANS and BANKS leadership trial at St* Paul, 
Minnesota. Inasmuch as appeals may be lengthy, this 
matter is being placed in a pending-inactive status 
until conclusion of all appeals or until such time as 
items of evidence can be released . 

Contacts have been made with logical sources 
in South Dakota and Minneapolis in an attempt to ascertain 
the identity of the person preparing the extortion note* 
No information has been developed to date by any source 
familiar with the America^ Indian Movement or in a position 
to supply such information of a positive nature. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to: 



1 - USA, SIOUX FALLS, SOOTH DAKOTA 
1 - USA, MINNEAPOLIS , MINNESOTA 



Report of: 
Date: 



NOVESfeER 18, .1974 

Field Office File ft g„ ^ 342 f - 



Title: 



UNKNOWN SUBJECT ; « 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS — VICTIM; 
WILLIAM M. KUNTZLER - VICTIM; 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - VICTIM 



Character: EXTORTION 



Office: MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 



Bureau File #: 9—57*729 



Synopsis: 



On September 16, 1974, U. S. District Judge FREDERICK J. 
NICHOL dismissed all charges against DENNIS JAMES BANKS and 
RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS concerning their involvement at the 
Wounded Knee takeover. All evidence in the custody of U. S. 
District Court was returned to Clerk of Court's Office, Sioux 
Falls, South' Dakota , pending appeals. During September, 
October and November, members of U. S. Attorney's Office, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, have advised that no disposition 
has been made of any evidence in the MEANS or BANKS 
case. A formal motion for" appeal was filed by the Government 
concerning dismissal of charges. 



(P*) 



DETAILS : 



On September 16, 1974, at St. Paul, Minnesota-, 
Federal District Judge FREDERICK J ♦ NICHOL accepted a motion 
of dismissal from the defendants and dismissed all remaining 
charges against DENNIS JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS. 



On October 1, 1974, 



Assistant U. S. 



Attorney, Sioux Falls, South DdKOta, auviseu tii at all evidence 
including a petition entitled, "Resolution of Citizens of 
the District of South Dakota", dated March 3 and March 4, 1973, 
were still in the custody of the Clerk of Court at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. 



This document contain* neither recommendation* nor conclusions of the FBI. 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
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On November 6, 1974, Departmental Attorney . 

advised that the U. S. Department of Justice was 
definit ely filing an appeal with the Eighth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, St. Louis, Missouri., concerning Judge NXCHOL s dis- 
missal order of September 16, 1974. 

^- m — ^afoey 13 1 1974, Assistant U. S, Attorney 
was contacted and advised that as yet no 



decision has been made in relation to eyidence being held, in 
connection with' the Wounded Knee leadership trial of DENNIS 
JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; however, no disposition 
of the evidence would probably be made until the conclusion 
of the Government's appeal. 



Fr>'^(Rev. 1-7-72) 

* *' FEDERALS 




UREAU OF INV 
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REPORTING OFFICE 

MINNEAPOLIS 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

< MINNEAPOLIS 


DATE J? 

5/2^/75 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

12/10/74 - 5/23/75 


UNSUBj DENNIS JAMES' BANKS - 
VICTIM j WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER - 
VICTIM; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS - ' 
VICTIM 


REPOR 

/sa 

EX1 

f 


•f MADE OY 




TYPED OY 

.1mf 


Il> 1 LA Ul vmjl 

PORTION 





REFERENCE • 



Minneapolis report of SA 



11/18/74 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ; 



A copy of this report is being provided to USA Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, inasmuch as they have responsibility for Wounded 
Knee related cases # 

'i 

* Four copies of this report are being provided to/6he 

Bureau due to the Wounded Knee involvement and the Bureau/Is interest 
in Wounded Knee related matters. 

Ail prior Minneapolis reports are being referenced in 
the first paragraph of the details at the specific y&quest and the 
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administrative assistance of the United States Attorneys, 

The. length of time since the last Minneapolis 
report is lengthy, hov/ever, contact has been maintained 
v/ith the United States Attorneys in Minneapolis and Sioux 
Falls. 
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Synopsis: 



DETAILS • 



On 5/23/75, AUSi! 



Minnesota, declined prosecution of this matter. 

- C - 



JR., Minneapolis, 



Reference is made to Minneapolis report o f SA 



dated August 14, 1974, and Minneapolis report of SA 
• dated November 18, 1974, 




Minneapolis Division, and 

JR., 



nlfePit 6t th e above 



jjadvised Mr # 



On May 23, 1975, SA 
Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, discussed the p 
entitled case. During this conversation, SA 
as follows: 

On May 17, 1974, while in United States District Court, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, during the Wounded Knee leadership trial of 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS and RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, Attorney WILLIAM M. 
KUNSTIER announced in court that he had just received a letter which 
threatened his life. Investigation determined that this letter was 
postmarked from Sioux Falls on April 26, 1974. Mr. KUNSTLER and other 
defendants threatened in this letter were uncooperative with the FBI's 
investigation. Extensive investigation by the FBI has failed to 
develop any latent fingerprints of value on the extortion letter and 
no logical suspects have been developed. 



It was also pointed out to Mr. 



J 



hat on the morning 



of May 17, 1974, when Mr. KUNSTLER first announced. this threat, 
defendant MEANS had failed to appear in court £or the opening session 
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and it was apparent that this may possibly have been a 
delaying tactic on the part of Mr. KUNSTD3R. 

. fc£4er being advised of the above information, 

Hr. |declined prosecution in the above matter due 

to' the lack of logical suspects and the fact that a period 
of approximately three weeks had transpired from the date 
the letter was mailed until it was reported to the FBI ' 
by the victim. 



